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CHIBATA MEMORIES

(DIALOGUE LIST)

This movie is a FICTION inspired on facts that took place in Brazilian old navy in November 1910.
JUCA

Buy one, Sir. Just to give me a hand, Sir... It's only one Real...
ALEMÃO

That´s it...

Beware, kid... Only this? Where is the money? Where is it? Only this? Don't fool me, kid, Don't try to fool me, kid!! Freaking lazybones...

JUCA´s MOTHER
Get away from me!

ALEMÃO

Get away, why?

JUCA´s MOTHER
I am not in the mood!

ALEMÃO

You’re not in the mood, why? You got another man, isn’t it? Come on here, you’ll let me into all that.     

                      GRANDMOTHER 

It’s starting over... Don’t get involved, Juca, otherwise it will be a bad time for you too. You know you stepfather very well.

JUCA

She is your daughter, grandma...

TRIBUNAL OF THE CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

JUDGE

We are implementing a new humanitarian way of dealing with things here. You may publish that. Ok, all the best, bye.

JUDGE(CONT'D)

João, isn't it?

JUCA

Juca! I wish those beatings come to an end, Sir. 

JUDGE

What about your mother, why isn't she here?

JUCA

She doesn't care...

JUDGE

Depending on what your witnesses will say, I will be able to put your stepfather in jail... but what about when he gets out prison? Hum? We have a program of Model-Farms; you could live in one of them till you are eighteen years old... To study! Hum?

GRANDMOTHER

Sit down here, Juca! What are you doing home in the afternoon, my grandson?

JUCA

Grandma, I ran away from the street corner and went to the Judge of the kids. I told him about all the beatings, and I asked him to put Alemão in jail. He said he can do it, but I must hide myself in a farm, something like that...

GRANDMOTHER

What the hell is that, my grandson? Have you been with the Judge all this time?
JUCA

I took the chance to walk around. I ended up watching that marvelous ship...

GRANDMOTHER

Come on here, Juca. Sit down here. This is my father, your great-grandfather, did you know? Your name is João in his homage.

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

Your great-grandfather, João  Cândido, knew everything about the war ships. The war ships at that time were battleships. None of them resisted to time.
JUCA

Barrel ship? A ship made of barrels, is it grandma?

GRANDMOTHER

Not “barrel”, but “battle”, same as war. The battleships had a steel armor to protect them against cannon bullets. But you can imagine them as this one in your mind now...

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

Your great-grandfather was not a Commander... ...not even a captain... ...he was just a sailor, a jack.

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

In Brazil, when your great-grandfather was eight years old there were not slaves anymore, but in Old Navy, jacks were beaten with a chibata. 

JUCA

Grandma, what is a chibata?

GRANDMOTHER

Ah, a chibata is a thick rope with little nails inside it. But now, pay attention.

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

When he got into Brazilian Navy, war ships were sailboats, and relied on the jacks’s strong arms to bear the heavy jobs that nobody wished to do. 

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

A Government law and Navy regulations allowed 25 chibata hits on the back of the sailors that did not obey orders. 

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

Your great-grandfather said he had never been hit with that, but he was not in favor of the chibata, he thought it was absurd, an humiliation. Even more when Navy send him to England for a course during the construction of Battleships that Brazil had bought, and he saw that  sailors were respected there. It was then that our sailors started to organize a movement to put an end to the chibata.

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

One day, a friend of his, Marcelino, brought alcohol into the ship. A corporal saw and denounced him. Ah, what for? Marcelino took his razor and notched the corporal in the face.

GRANDMOTHER (CONT'D)

Your great-grandfather told me that the officers convicted Marcelino to receive 250 chibata hits for the faults he committed. 

GRANDMOTHER 

He and the sailors decided that they would not wait for the good will of nobody else. They had already written letters against the Chibata to the last president, Nilo Peçanha, who had done nothing. And those whip hits on Marcelino were the last straw.
It had to be done immediately!

GRANDMOTHER 

They would use the surprise factor. The ideal moment was the 22nd of November, because the Commander would have dinner in a French ship. The alert would be the night bugle.
GRANDMOTHER 

It was possible to make a rebellion without deaths, but the rule was to kill anyone who wanted to stop the plan. The sailors were already taking their position, when the Commander got back earlier than they expected. 

GRANDMOTHER 

They shouted: “Save FREEDOM! Chibata never more!” 
GRANDMOTHER 

João Cândido tells the Commander that the battleship is under the sailors control for the end of the Chibata, and that, if the Commander does not wish deaths, he shall get away with the officers.

GRANDMOTHER 

Even for a leader as João Cândido it was very hard to control all of them. The restrained hate was too strong. 
GRANDMOTHER 

Thus, João Cândido sent an ultimatum to the Palace of Government:

RADIOGRAM: “we do not want the chibata. we have VINDICATED this to the previous president and to the navy minister. WE WANT AN ANSWER right NOW. iN THE EVENT WE don’t RECEIVE ANY ANSWER, WE WILL BOMB THE CITY AND THE NON-REBELLED SHIPS."

GRANDMOTHER 

Your great-grandfather was there with his life exposed. In land, the Navy was preparing to bomb the rebelled ships. It would be at night to use the surprise factor.

GRANDMOTHER 

Brazilian Senate and the President agreed in accepting their conditions, but first they should end the rebellion.

João Cândido was suspicious and asked: “Can we rely on the President?” To what, the captain answered: 

CAPITAIN

You are not going to regret it.
                           GRANDMOTHER 

A decree of the President gave amnesty to all rebellious sailors.

GRANDMOTHER 

But the Government betrayed my father.

GRANDMOTHER 

They expelled more than 1200 sailors, breaking the amnesty. Some of them were killed, others were banned to rubber extraction areas in the State of Acre. João Cândido and seventeen friends of his were arrested and locked in a jail, very well cleaned... with plenty of lime.

GRANDMOTHER 

From that prison, only your great-grandfather and another sailor survived. Despite the bad treatment and the fact that the Navy had retired him against his will, João Cândido, ah..., lived till he was almost ninety years old. In his last years, he survived with the Fishery and the Gospel.

Brazilian Navy has never more applied the Chibata since the rebellion led by João Cândido.
ALEMÃO

Spit it out, kid! I've looked for him at home, but he is not there. Where is Juca? I gonna kill him!! He ran away from work, isn't it? But, you gotta know where he is. Speak up!!!

LOMBRIGA

He is on the water-tank flying a kite. But don't hit him, please!

JUCA 

I brought the witnesses.  

           JUDGE

Let the kid’s witnesses in!

JUDGE 

Are those your witnesses? Children are not acceptable. Witnesses must be adults to have a lawful value. Just a moment.

JUDGE 

How come an ultimatum? An ultimatum from whom? Try to postpone it, and afterwards we will see what do. Now, I need to hang up.
JUCA

Sir, I'm desperate. If I come back home, Alemão will kill me. So, since I will die anyway, I will kill myself over here! 

JUDGE

Give me that gun, son!
JUCA

Sir, I am not kidding at all. If you don't bring Alemão here, I will kill myself!  

JUDGE

This is blackmail, son! This can take you to the reformatory… And it is not really a model-farm.

JUCA

I prefer to go to the reformatory than watching my mother and my friends being hurt. This is not a life, Sir. This is not a life! 

JUDGE

No, no, wait there! I will bring the man here, wait! Don't do anything until I come back. Then, we will talk better. Take it easy! Take it easy!

JUCA

Pay attention, Sir, we are relying on you.  

JUDGE

Be aware. If there is any quarrel, you go there.

JUDGE

Have you caught the situation? I've got to prevent him from doing a crazy thing.  After he gives my gun back, I set you free.  It's your chance of not going to jail.

ALEMÃO

What's that, Sir? I am here, I am clean and legal. I am working hard, selling my lemons...

JUDGE

Stop that, my boy!  I’ve been watching you for a long time. I have your files, did you know? Are going to help me or not?

ALEMÃO

What can we do, Sir? I'm gonna lend you a hand.

JUDGE

Now, give my gun back. I did everything you asked of me. Here you are, the man was arrested. Now you must honor your word. Give me my gun.  Here you are, the man was arrested!

JUDGE (CONT'D)

You are not going to regret it...
REPORTER

And now, Judge? What about the threat of rebellion in the reformatory?

JUDGE

It was an excellent shot.

JUCA

It was self-defense...

JUDGE

I know it was, and I do not regret having given that shot. 

DRIVER

But the Judge will respond for his acts in FREEDOM!!!

REAL JOÃO CÂNDIDO

I stopped Brazil! During six days I stopped Brasil...

We had a conspiracy commitee in Vila Ruy Barbosa, in front of the Police...

The officers doubted that the sailors would be able to carry out any movement...

I had my life exposed to risk. I, who have always been against violence, took over the rebellion with a condition: to preserve lives...

-- END --
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